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BACKGROUND

• The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is gearing 
towards full regional integration by 2015

• Further increase in cross-border mobility of workers and citizens 
is anticipated

• Health rights of migrants still need to be addressed by countries 
in the region

• Transition to universal health coverage (UHC) in ASEAN countries 
provides an opportunity to examine migrant inclusion and 
healthcare access



METHODOLOGY

• Review of literature covering five out of ten ASEAN countries
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RESULTS



CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Spark regional dialogue on migrant health

Expanding discourse beyond border restrictions for infection control; 
exploring bilateral and multilateral mechanisms

Include undocumented migrants

Broadening the discourse from ‘ASEAN workers’ to ‘ASEAN citizens’; 
aligning migration and labor policies with UHC goals

Make UHC truly ‘universal’ Redefining beyond the basis of 
citizenship and reimagining across national borders to ensure 

genuine migrant inclusion
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